Admiral Perry Obedience DTC

Airedale Terrier Club of Greater Philadelphia
Allentown DTC

Anthricite Brittany Club

Back Mountain Kennel Club

Bald Eagle Kennel Club

Berks County DTC

Berks County Kennel Club

Bernese Mt Dog Club of Watchung

Borzoi Club of Delaware Valley

Bucks County Kennel Club

Bull Terrier Club of Philadelphia Inc.
Bulldog Club of Philadelphia

Butler County Kennel Club

Butler Dog Training Association

Cavalier King Charles Spaniel of Delaware Valley
Chambersburg Area Kennel Club

Colonial Rottweiler Club

Dachshund Fanciers Assoc. of Berks County
Delaware County Kennel Club

Delaware Valley Bullmastiff Club

Delaware Valley Dalmatian Club

Delaware Valley German Shepherd Dog Club
Delaware Valley Havanese Club

Delaware Valley Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club

Delaware Valley Toy Dog Fanciers Assoc.
Delaware Valley Weimaraner Club

Delaware Valley Yorkshire Terrier Club

Devon Dog Show Association

Doberman Pinscher Rescue of PA

Dog Training Center of Chester County PA, Inc.
Dog Training Club of York

Erie Kennel Club

Great Dane Club of Lehigh Valley

Great Dane Club of Pennsylvania

Greater Philadelphia DFA

Greater Pittsburgh Golden Retriever Club
Greater Valley Forge Rhodesian Ridgeback Club
Harrisburg Kennel Club

Hatboro Dog Club

Hilltown Dog Training Club

Huntington Valley Kennel Club

Inter-State Shetland Sheepdog Club of PA

Irish Wolfhound Association of Delaware Valley
Kan-Do K9 Sports Association

Keeshond Club of Delaware Valley

Kennel Club of Philadelphia

Dogs are Barking Abou...

Spring 2020

PA Federation of Dog (lubs
Legislation Report 2/8/2020

SB44 (Killion) - Pet Retail Sales (Victoria’s Bill) - We oppose the retail
restrictions in the Bill. We do not oppose the reporting requirements in it.

e Tough changes to Dog Law and kennel regulations enacted in 2008-2009

need to be adequately funded before new legislation is considered.

e If this SB44 is enacted, what’s next!? Backyard breeders or hobby breeders?
We were told the 2008-2009 reforms would be the solution, but they’re back
any way.

e The numbers in the beginning of SB44 are made up by the Humane Society
of the United States (HSUS) from whole cloth, not scientific basis because
mandatory shelter reporting opposed by HSUS, etc.

e There are only 31 brick & mortar pet stores statewide selling puppies from
commercial kennels according to HSUS on WHP580, Thursday, April 18,
2019.

e Puppy Lemon Law much more effective. We support SB302 below.

SB551 (K. Ward) - Applying restrictions to outdoor enclosures like kennel

runs or fenced yards like those applied to tethering in “Libre’s Law”.

e PA has Cruelty Laws and “Libre’s Law” toughened the penalties. Just
enforce them.

* Onesizefits-all restrictions are not fair to some breeds that thrive in
weather extremes. Confusing, heavy-handed mandates will result in a lot of
surrenders to shelters & rescues. This may be a bonus for some shelters &
rescues needing adoptable animals to bolster adoption fees.

SB302 (K. Ward) - Enhancements to the Dog Purchaser Protection Act.

We support this and believe it should move well before any consideration of
restrictive mandates like Victoria’s Bill (SB44).

SB85 (Phillips-Hill) - Service Dog License Fee exemptions. We do not oppose.

SB455 (Brooks) - Sales Tax Exemption for Service Dog Products and Services.
We do not oppose.

SB29 (Brooks) - Lost Dog Registry. We support this Bill but would like to
see it amended to require agencies that adopt out pets to check it on intake and
placement.

HB840 (Murt) - Therapy Dogs for Veterans and Others. We support this
Bill. It would allow for the presence of Therapy Dogs, their handlers and trainers
on public transportation. It would also direct the Department of Agriculture to
develop guidelines to recognize legitimate Therapy Dog certification and training
organizations.

HB368 (Rothman) - Home-based pet care exempt from definition of
“Boarding Kennel”. This Bill seeks to exempt homes that board five or less dogs
for compensation from the definition of a “boarding kennel.” This will preclude
such homeowners from getting a boarding kennel license. We would like to know
if the dogs kept by such a home-based provider would be counted toward the
private kennel license limit of 26 dogs handled in a calendar year. We support the
Bill as currently written.

Pennsylvania Federation of Dog Clubs Newsletter #1




Kerry Blue Terrier Club of Greater Pittsburgh
Keystone English Springer Spaniel Club
Lancaster Kennel Club
Lebanon County Kennel Club
Lehigh German Shepherd Dog Club
Lehigh Valley Coursing Club
Lehigh Valley Kennel Club
Lenape Golden Retriever Club
Liberty English Cocker Spaniel Fanciers
Lower Bucks Dog Training Club
Lower Susquehanna Bulldog Club
Mid Susquehanna Valley Kennel Club
Middle Atlantic St Bernard Club
Mifflin County Dog Training Club
Montgomery County Kennel Club
Mt Nittany DTC
Nita-Nee Kennel Club
Obedience Training Class of Harrisburg
Old York Road DTC
PA Sportmen’s Alliance
Penn Ridge Kennel Club
Penn Treaty Kennel Club
Penn-Dutch Great Pyrenees Club
Philadelphia DTC
Pocono Mountain Kennel Club
Poodle Club of the Lehigh Valley
Quaker City Doberman Pinscher Club
Saucon Valley Boxer Club
Schuylkill Valley German Shorthaired Pointer Club
Siberian Husky Club of Delaware Valley
Skycastle French Hounds
South Eastern Keystone Chinese Shar-Pei Club
South Hills Kennel Club
Suburban Dog Training Club of
Eastern Mont-gomery County
Tri State Dog Obedience Club
Waterland Retriever Club
Westmoreland County Obedience Training Club
William Penn Poodle Club
William Penn West Highland White Terrier Club
Williamsport Dog Training Club
York County Dog Training Club

(Legislation Report, Continued)

HB290 (Simmons & Sturla) - Amends food safety laws to allow restaurants to
allow customers to bring their pet dogs to outdoor dining areas. We support this
Bill.

HB737 (McNeill) - This Bill would define transporting of dogs in the open
area of a vehicle (pick-up truck bed, roof-rack, hitch carrier, etc.) as cruelty. It
specifically only applies to public roads, so hunters should not be impacted while
on private grounds. We do not oppose.

HB816 (Conklin) - This Bill would require police and other agencies that
employ dogs for detection and protection to have emergency notification systems
should excess temperatures develop. We support this but wonder how it would be
funded.

HB521 (Schlossberg) - Seeks to make the “shelter pet” the official pet of
PA. We oppose this Bill as the “facts” laid out to justify it are not scientifically
supported.

SB534 (Dinniman) - Similar to HB238 below. We support this.

SB364 (Dinniman) - Pet Cruelty in domestic violence situations. We support
this.

HB 238 (Readshaw) - Adopting out former research dogs and cats. We
support this. NAIA and Homes for Animal Heroes is already doing this in other
states.

HR82 (Schlossberg) - Resolution of support for World Spay Day. We oppose
this as the “facts” laid out to justify it are not scientifically supported.

HB822 (Conklin) - This Bill would allow Counties to employ Humane Police
Officers in lieu of a Humane Society or SPCA doing so in their jurisdiction. We
do not oppose this.

HB2104 (Hohenstein) - Outdoor dogs, House version of SB551. Our
comments are the same for both.

HB2207 (Markosek) - Sales to laboratories

HB2238 (Neilson) - Disclosure of information on dogs sold at pet shops. We
would only support this if the same reporting requirements applied to shelters
and rescues.

HR654 (Schlossberg) & HR82 - World Spay Day declaration. The preamble
is filled with baseless assertions regarding the need for spaying/neutering.

SB61 (J. Ward) - Extends eligibility for wine & spirits auction permits to some
animal related charities. We support this.

Potential Proposals

Moving training and enforcement of standards for Humane Society Police
Officers from the Department of Agriculture to the Attorney General’s Office.

* Proposal supporters believe Dept. of Agriculture biased in favor of farmers
and against HSUS.

¢ Insults professionalism of employees of Bureau of Dog Law Enforcement.

* Proposal supporters believe Attorney General would be more inclined out-
source the training and oversight program to HSUS.

* Proposal supporters would like to see the Bureau of Dog Law Enforcement
under the AG’s office. This has been proposed in the past.

Changes to the Animal Seizure Law (HB82 of 2013) to protect the rights of
those accused of animal cruelty but subsequently not convicted. Anyone accused
of Animal Cruelty, who has their animals confiscated, is currently subjected to
a hearing to set the cost of room & board for their animal pending trial. If they
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(Legislation Report, Continued)

cannot afford to pay the set costs, their animals can be
given to the shelter for adoption. We want language
added to force the return of the animals at no cost to the
original owner if they are not convicted.

Support for the PA State Animal Response Team.

to have a plan if disaster strikes. PA is fortunate to have
teams in place to aid owners in times of disaster, and we
need to impress upon the Legislature how important this
program is to us. A large investment has already been
made in equipment and training, so it would be a huge
waste of taxpayer dollars to lose that readiness due to a

Everyone who loves their pets and farm animals needs current lack of upkeep.

Upcoming Events

HSUS Humane Lobby Day, April 6, 2020, PA State Capitol, Harrisburg, PA. We will provide talking
points to our supporters so they can go to their Legislators and counter some of the misleading points of
those who would take away our rights to produce, own and raise our dogs. See our web site or Facebook
page for more details.

Spring AKC Obedience Trials, May 9, 2020, Philadelphia Dog Training Club. Held at Y2K9s, 601
Davisville Road, Willow Grove, PA 19090. Judges Phyllis Broderick, Cathryn Knight, Dr. Robert Knight.

Bark Around the Park, May 17, 2020, Lehigh Valley Kennel Club. See their Facebook page “Bark
Around the Park” for more details.

AKC Meet the Breeds, June 6 & 7, 2020. The PFDC will have a booth at the event and will meet with
representatives from Harrisburg and Washington, as well as providing responsible dog ownership info to the
public.

All Breed Health Clinic, Sunday, June 21, 2020, sponsored by the Poodle Club of the Lehigh
Valley at Macungie Park. Registration Begins: Monday, May 11, 2020 at 10 AM. See www.
PoodleClubOfTheLehighValley.com for more details.

UKC All-breed Conformation Show, July 25 & 26, 2020, at Obedience Training Class of Harrisburg.
See https://otchpa.com/ for more details.

Valley Forge Kennel Club, Quad Rally Trial Weekend, September 26 & 27, 2020.

I &

Mid-Atlantic Futurity/Maturity Weekend

hosted by
DELAWARE VALLEY GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG CLUB

Saturday April 42
Conformation & Irs - Judge Edie Trocki

Sunday April 5*
AM Conformation & Jrs - Judge Cyndi Flautt
PM Contformation - Judge Michel Chaloux
All-Breed Obedience - Judge Phyllis Broderick

Meonday April 6th
Futurity,/ Maturity - Judge lose Perez-Gurri

Premium will be available at mgj;;:nnﬂv::w‘%
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Club Spotlight:
Chambersburg Area Kennel Club

The Chambersburg Area Kennel Club was formed in
the mid-1970s by a small number of individuals who had
an interest in preserving the concept of “purebred dogs”
and related topics of dog shows, performance events
such as obedience, general care and training of dogs, and
hosting canine educational events. Although the name
of the club implies residency in or near Chambersburg
(Franklin County), the club welcomes and includes
membership from surrounding counties in south-central
Pennsylvania and adjacent Maryland.

CAKC maintains affiliation with the American
Kennel Club but also has club members who participate
in United Kennel Club (UKC) events. While we promote
the preservation of purposefully bred dogs, we welcome
those who share a genuine love for all dogs and “All

Americans.”
During the past 40-plus years, the club has expanded
to host major conformation shows as well as promoting

and supporting a variety of performance events such
as rally, agility, herding, lure cursing, dock diving and
hunter tests. CAKC strives to host an annual AKC
approved match as well as conducting conformation
handling classes, temperament testing, and Canine Good
Citizenship testing.

CAKC also provides community engagement
via a variety of events including but not limited to
participation in local parades, Pippenfest, Greencastle
Community Days, visitation to health care and nursing
care facilities, school districts, and the AKC-sponsored
Responsible Dog Ownership Day.

Membership is encouraged. Find information and
a membership application via our website. Prospective
members must submit the application as well as attend
two meetings before being voted into membership.

Please visit our website for additional information at
www.cakc.net.




Improving Funding to the Bureau of Dog
Law Eniorcement

The Pennsylvania Federation of Dog Clubs
supports and concurs with the Auditor General
of Pennsylvania that the Bureau of Dog Law
Enforcement, under the Department of Agriculture
is underfunded and in danger of going into the red.

What he left out is, in 2009, the Legislature and
the Rendell Administration balanced the budget
by taking money from special accounts outside
the General Fund. They took over $3 Million
from the Dog Law Restricted Account. Ever since,
the Bureau of Dog Law Enforcement has been
struggling to make its budget balance. They have
reduced staffing levels and not replaced equipment
that is past its prime. The PA Federation of Dog
Clubs filed suit in Federal Court with a number of
other animal related organizations seeking to have
the funding restored but we did not prevail.

In 2018, House Bill 1463 was introduced to
increase the fee on individual dog licenses in an
effort to fill the budget gap. We supported this
legislation but it died at the end of the 2018-2019
session. There were two changes we sought in
HB1463.

* Increase the license fees on all kennel licenses.
The majority of the BDLE’s work is the
inspection of kennels. It only makes sense
that those kennels help raise the extra funding
needed to improve the functioning of the
BDLE.

e There is no difference in the enforcement
costs for intact animals versus spayed/neutered
animals. We believe the differential between
the cost of licenses should be eliminated.

We agree that it is time to eliminate the
donations from the Dog Law Restricted Account to
the Commonwealth Court System computerization
project.

HB1463 called for the Department of
Agriculture to develop a way for dog owners to buy
dog licenses across the internet. Selling licenses
online is more cost effective, more efficient, and
makes the process easier, encouraging people to
comply with the law. HB1463 proposed looking
into developing a unified, statewide online licensing
system. This should reduce the burden on County
Treasurers, make information sharing easier, and
provide better data for policy analysis. This will
aid Department staff in retrieving dog license
information to enforce the Dog Law expeditiously
and fairly and to fund improvements in its
operations by increasing the percentage of dogs
licensed in the Commonwealth.

HB1463 also would have required that fines, fees
and costs resulting from the prosecution, conviction
or guilty plea of a person for violating the dog
law shall be deposited in the Dog Law Restricted
Account and not removed to another account. This
should kept be in a new Bill.

New legislation should also strengthen the
protection of the Dog Law Restricted Account so
future Legislatures cannot easily raid it to balance
the General Fund budget again.

The PA Federation of Dog Clubs represents
dozens of canine related organizations statewide.
Members of our member clubs are hobby breeders,
enthusiasts, dog trainers, dog sport competitors and
rescuers. Even though these constituents will be
hardest hit by increasing the fees discussed above, we
recognize the need for adequate enforcement of our
Dog Law and the corresponding need to fund the
Bureau of Dog Law Enforcement. We call on our
members to contact their PA Legislators to add their
voices to the call to support the BDLE.



A Solution for Mitral Valve Disease

Novel gene therapies ior dogs

[Source: https://www.rejuvenatebio.com/heart-failure]

Over seven million dogs in the United States alone have Mitral Valve Disease (MVD). For certain breeds,
such as Cavalier King Charles Spaniels, more than 80% of dogs will be afflicted with MVD. Rejuvenate
Bio is developing a novel cardio-protective gene therapy to stop the progression of heart failure in dogs.
In partnership with the American Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Club (ACKCSC), Rejuvenate Bio has
launched a study in dogs with Mitral Valve Disease (MVD). This study will provide valuable information that
will aid our effort to address MVD.

FQ

How would the therapy work?

Rejuvenate Bio’s therapy is a gene therapy similar to others that have been approved for use in humans. It
does not edit or change any genetic material in animals. Instead, it introduces a new piece of DNA into the
dog’s cells, which then produces a beneficial protein with the potential to stop the progression of MVD. This
is done by halting the build-up of scar tissue in the heart, which is connected with the progression of heart
failure. This newly introduced piece of DNA is not passed on to the next generation and is not transmissible
between dogs.

What have you seen so far?

Our approach has demonstrated the ability to stop the progression of heart failure in mice. After receiving
our treatment, mice with heart failure had cardiac measurements that are similar to those of normal mice
and exhibited up to 85% less scar tissue in their hearts, compared with mice that received a mock therapy
(unpublished data). We conducted a safety study in dogs and have seen no adverse side effects.

For which dog breeds and diseases could this treatment be relevant?

We will test our new therapy in dogs with MVD across all breeds, but are starting with a trial in Cavalier
King Charles Spaniels. Since the treatment works to suppress fibrotic processes, we believe it could be
applied to other heart diseases such as Dilated Cardiomyopathy (DCM) in the future.

How does this affect breeding programs? Will this mask dogs that have heart failure and allow them to
continue to breed? Shouldn’t we just try to breed MVD out of the dog population?

While breeding MVD out of the dog population is worthwhile, efforts to date have been unsuccessful for
a number of reasons. For example, MVD symptoms often do not present until later in life — after the start
of breeding. Genetic tests have yet to identify a single gene (or a specific combination of genes) that can
accurately predict, or identify, a predisposition for MVD. In the meantime, we are doing our best to create a
treatment that may extend and improve the quality of life for the dogs that we love.

Please contact us at info@rejuvenatebio.com

President: Darin Cox President@PAFederationOfDogClubs.org  717-877-4336
First Vice President: Edith Rysdyk
Second Vice President (Legislative Chair): Julian Prager ~ Treasurer: Kim Blyler ~ Secretary: Bettina Stetling
Board Members: Cheryl Demarkis, Robin Piorun, Nina Schaefer, Melanie Eng, Wanda Golden, and Danna Deimler
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