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Note: Many of our club members have interestingesdo tell about themselves and
how their canine friends came into their lives beyt purebred or mixed breed. We are looking
for the “Human/Dog Interest Story”. We are in awkeoar members with extensive titles as they
set an example for the rest of us but we alsotoveok behind the scenes of members who do so
much for the club and work with breeds that youtdwrmally see in the Obedience/Rally ring.
Thank you Gail for sharing your story.

My breed of choice is the Rhodesian Ridgeback whigwe owned since 1987! | was
active in conformation, lure coursing and breed®idgebacks pretty much from the beginning.
Obedience and Rally came later. | started ObediandeRally in 2007 and have been training
ever since! Not always as successful as I hopeWblkeep trying.

As for my love of '?‘ U stoald®s . g e ” |
RR's. | have always loved = * - # R A
dogs; my mom was ' —
terrified of them partly
because she grew upin | =
northern Michigan and my | =
grandfather had large ke
hunting dogs. When | was
8 my parents got me a toy
poodle for Christmas, | am
allergic to dogs so the \
poodle was conditional in | ‘ ’
case my allergies were i ’ ¢
affected. My grandfather
was not impressed with the
poodle so one day | was
looking through my AKC
book of dogs for a hound
that my grandfather would
like and found the
Ridgeback | figured he
would think that was an
awesome dog as it hunted
lions, | was 12 at the time.
My grandfather passed
away that year but | alway
said | would get a
Ridgeback
someday! Someday came
almost 20 years later but now | have Ridgebacks!!

£
.

S L,

My Current RR’s are Charlie-10 years old, Deacoedrs old, Lane - 6 years old, Brees
-5 years old, Tedy- 3 years old and Crush- 2 yeltsCharlie and Deacon have both earned



CD's as well as RN and RA; Laney and Brees havie Ri¢’s and working on Novice
obedience; Tedy will possibly be bred this yeaslse hasn't done much but Puppy K. Crush is
being shown in conformation at th|s t|me | curhehiave a Iltter of 8 pupples out of Russet by
Deacon. All are spoken for - ;
and | have a waiting list of
four for our next litter.

Charlie is retired!
Deacon is working on his
Open (CDX) title and Brees |
is working toward her CD 8%
and Rl and Laney is working @
toward her Rl and CD. Our
biggest training challenge to
date is getting Deacon to tak
the dumbbell and then
retrieve the dumbbell over
the high jump. Deacon is up
to 24 inches but must jump
28 because of his height.

| have worked with
Phyllis, Dusty, Terry and
Joanne Summers as an
assistant trainer. This is th
first year | was on the Show
Committee and next year |
will chair the Show
Committee. In the past | haves
stewarded. | have also been §
on the Board and Training 1%
Committee.

ng (l))%()l%" &&* 0%+ )%)&!$

A funny story about showing in obedience with oheng RR’s, was at the Bloomsburg
show quite a few years ago, the judge was Mr. Mertzry nice judge! The dog was my male
Payton. We were showing in Open A. We were doimgrétrieve on the flat exercise and | threw
the dumbbell. Payton went out picked it up and ghaut back to the judge!! Of course, the
judge wouldn’t take it, | could see his clip boatthking a little so | assumed he was laughing a
little as he turned slightly figuring Payton woudddng it back to me and of course Payton did a
perfect pivot in front of the judge again only thime he started to stretch his head up further as
if to say to the judge “Please take this so shewlbéhrow it again” Needless to say Payton and |
never did receive his CDX, actually he never evaalifled! However, as we all know we are
taking the best dog home with us at the end otlthe!

My advice to new handles is: just keep trying, ustind what you and your dog are
capable of and by that, | mean not every handldrday are OTCH material!
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Vo

P!Ink got her last 2 legs in Rally Intermediate watB5/3rd place and 97/1st place to finish her
title! She also got her last Beginner Novice lethva 191 to finish that title as well. She then
followed that up with her first Novice leg and ase of 188!




Storm tried out Rally Novice and Q’ed 3 for 3 td ger title! With scores of 95, 97, and due to a
10 point handler error 88 respectively. The nextslze showed in conformation and got another
point towards her championship!

Raegan has, in 5 conformation shows, earned 17spoiciuding 3 majors, 3 wins over CH
competition, and 3 Best Of Breed wins towards hemn@ Championship!

Baby Teagan was Winners at 3 out of 4 shows antdd&8inners twice her first time in the

ring for her first 5 Championship points!

Dog Days
éf SL%,mmer
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